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IN THE CLAIMS 

Claim 1 (Currently Amended) A transgenic plant comprising a nucleotide sequence 
encoding laccase, operably linked to a promoter which controls expression of the laccase 
in the planV^Kw 

^^^^i^^yf^^in nf 'th^-plan* ^^wh^r^il ^y iaccase is expressed at level's, of about 0.01% 
or higher of the total soluble protein of said plant and is preferentially expressed jnthe 
seed of said r>lant T 

Claim 2 (Currently amended) The fl^04clant-of claim 1 wherein the laccase is 
produced at levels of about 0. 1 % or higher. 

Claim 3 (Currently amended)The iwHhednUittt-of claim 1 wherein the laccase is 
produced at levels of about 1% or higher. 

Claim 4 (Original) The plant of claim 1 wherein the laccase is produced at levels of about 
10% or higher. 

Claim 5 (Original) The plant of claim 1 wherein the plant is corn, 
Claim 6 (Cancelled) 

Claim 7 (Previously amended) The plant of claim 1 wherein the nucleotide sequence is a 
fungal nucleotide sequence. 

Claims 8 (Currently amended) The plant of claim 1 wherein the plant is maize and 
wherein the nucleotide sequence is a Trametes versicolor nucleotide sequence. 
Claim 9 (Cancelled) 
Claim 10 (Cancelled) 
Claim 1 1 (Cancelled) 

Claim 12 (Previously amended) The plant of claim 1 wherein the promoter is a globulin 
promoter. 

Claim 1 3 (Original) Seed of the plant of claim 1 . 
Claim 14 (Original) Plant cells of the plant of claim 1 

Claim 1 5 (Currently Amended) A method of producing laccase in plants a^o«w»weial 
epjfiatrt^comprising introducing a construct into the plant comprising a nucleotide 
sequence encoding laccase operably linked to a promoter which directs expression in the 
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>lberein.tlie J acetic is expressed at levels of about 0.01% or higher of the total soluble 
protein of said plant and is p referentially ..express^ 

Claim 16 (Currently Amended) The method of claim JL5+S wherein the construct 
comprises a signal sequence preferentially directing expression of the laccase to the plant 
cell wall. 

Claim 17 (Cancelled) 
Claim 18 (Cancelled) 

Claim 19 (Previously amended) The method of claim 15 wherein the promoter is a 
globulin promoter- 
Claim 20 (Currently amended) The method of claim 1 5 wherein the nucleotide sequence 
is a fungal nucleotide sequence. 

Claims 21 (Currently Amended)The method of claim 1 5 wherein the plant is maize and 
wherein the nucleotide sequence is a Trametes versicolor nucleotide sequence. 
Claim 22 (Cancelled) 
Claim 23 (Cancelled) 
Claim 24 (Cancelled) 

CJaim 25 (Currently Amended) A method of producing laccasc-UHaemwHeraHrf^^ 
comprising producing a biomass from a plurality of plants, of which at least certain plants 
contain a nucleotide molecule comprising a heterologous nucleotide sequence encoding 
laccase, the nucleotide sequence operably linked to a promoter to control expression of 
the laccase^iHk*" 6 ^^^ 

wherein the lacease is expressed at levels of about .0,01%-orJii j^gr total soluble protein 
of said plant and is p referentially expressed in the seed of -said pla nt growing t he plants 
t o p roduce a bio mass, -wtfh fehat - o biomaisi i- u * produced and extracting the laccase from 
the biomass to produce Inccase. 
Claim 26 (Cancelled) 

Claim 27. (Previously added) The plant of claim 1 wherein the plant is a 
monocotyledonous plant. 

Claim 28. (Previously added) The seed of claim 13 wherein the seed plant is a 
monocotyledonous plant seed. 



3 



PAGE 8/13 * RCVD AT 2/4/2004 8:43:26 AM [Eastern Standard Time] * SVR:USPT0-EFXRF-1/1 * DN1S:8729307 * CSID:5152670556 * DURATION (mm-ss):06-22 



02/04/2004 08:02 5152670556 SWEENEY PAGE 



Claim 29. (Previously added) The plant cells of claim 14 wherein the plant cells are cells 
of a monocotyledonous plant. 

Claim 30. (Previously added) The method of claim 25 wherein the plants are 
monocotyledonous plants. 
Claim 3 L (Cancelled) 

Claim 32 ( N ew) The plant of claim I comprising sequences which preferentially direct 
ex pressio n of the laecase to the cell waH, 

Claim 35 (N ew) Th e method of claim 25 wherei n the lac c a se expr ession is preferential ly 
di rected to the pla nt cell wall. 
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